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e-SHIKSHA 

Education Beyond Classrooms

ACM GIDF’s innovative computer-education-on-wheels 
program e-Shiksha is now ready to step into the next level 
of growth. Through this program, we take basic computer 
training to under-privileged youth in the rural hinterlands 
of India in an air-conditioned van equipped with laptops 
and power back-up. The purpose here is not just to impart 
computer education, but to augment their confidence to 
help seek alternative vocations. The purpose is to keep 
them away from disruptive influences.

We understand this will be possible only when they get an 
all-round exposure. Our e-Shiksha team conducts regular 
outreach activities and field trips for them, so that, while 
having fun, they learn the basics of the modalities involved 
across various professional careers.

EDUCATION

This quarter, besides conducting outreach programs and 
field trips cum picnics for different batches of students, we 
also conducted the final examinations for all the students 
in the villages of Padarkhadi and Ahmadpur in Madhya 
Pradesh. Our partner on the project GAIL (India) Ltd. 
suggested adding a new component this year – conducting 
mass awareness campaigns about the importance of 
computer education. To kick start this, we printed and 
distributed pamphlets in all surrounding villages to link 
maximum number of students with the project locations.

New e-shiksha batches have been formed and their batch 
schedule has been fixed. We are proud to say that more 
than 60% of the 120 newly registered students are girls. 
This quarter, we were also invited by GAIL (India) Ltd., 
Raghogadh College and some other local institutions to 
impart computer skills to college students. We responded 
by holding a four day computer education camp, where 
we also made the participants aware of local vocational 
opportunities after completing the training.
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Students inside the e-Shiksha van e-Shiksha Pamphlet distribution in community 



EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM

Young Sparks Light Up The Way

Morning shows the day – both in the lives of an individual 
and a nation. With a firm belief that seeds of good habits 
planted today will lead into the making of better citizens for 
tomorrow, ACM GIDF has been running special educational 
centres for pre-schoolers from urban slums. Our consistent 
efforts through these Early Childhood Development (ECD)  
centres have now started bearing results, in all the seven 
states where we operate.

Between July and September, we conducted a host of 
activities for our kids to ensure their all round growth and 
to prepare them for mainstream schooling; nature walk to 
introduce them to the mysteries of nature; puppet shows 
with stick and thread puppets (made by our educators) 
to build good habits through storytelling; celebration of 
festivals of harmony like Raksha Bandhan where the kids 
made their own rakhis and tied them on each others wrists; 
celebration of Independence day after understanding its 
relevance in fun-filled discussions; conducting sports day 
and teachers day at all the ECD centres; commemorate 
occasions like the World Literacy Day by inviting parents 

for informal discussions on importance of education; 
organizing special awareness programs like ‘Sow a Seed’ 
where children were encouraged to plant saplings and 
care for them.
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Students in Delhi taken on an excursion trip to Qutub Minar

Students in Pune conduct a rally on World Literacy Day

Students are taught how to sow seeds & protect the environment

This quarter, 3 new ECD centres started their journey, one 
in Bengaluru and 2 in Delhi. One of the Delhi centres, at Tis 
Hazari, is supported by the ING Foundation. All our ECD 
Trainers underwent extensive training on how to develop 
student specific study aids from available resources. 
Besides holding parent teacher meetings, team GIDF also 
conducted health awareness camps for the kids and their 
parents in all ECD Centres. 

SUPPORTIVE EDUCATION

Taking Steps That Matter

After experiencing success with our multi-pronged learning 
programs, we now feel the time is ripe to further improve 
on their quality aspect. Through supportive education, 
ACM GIDF aims to help children and youth acquire 
quality education through appropriate interventions after 
identifying their specific needs. 

We believe access to basic education doesn’t always 
translate into actual improvements in learning outcomes 
for all students. The target here is to build an atmosphere 
of positive learning for each beneficiary, to encourage them 
to reach their full potential by providing them a platform 
which they could use to nurture their skills and consolidate 
their strengths.   

This quarter, 23 children from our Supportive Education 
Programme in Badarpur & Mehrauli, New Delhi, 
participated in the Rang Manch Competition organized by 
Concern India Foundation. Children from various NGO’s 
had participated in this event to showcase their talent. We 
participated in Solo Dance, Group Dance, Group Song & 
Play. GIDF won the 3rd position for group dance.

We have already introduced the concept to pre-school 
kids in our ECD centres and have started the process to 
expand it to other levels of education.  
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Suresh Lodha topped his e-shiksha course and has already received 
multiple job offers

SUCCESS STORIES
e-SHIKSHA

Suresh Lodha: Taking Stress Head On        

Suresh Lodha’s father died when he was very young. 
Being the eldest male member of a family of four - an aged 
mother and three younger sisters, he always remained 
bogged down with responsibilities. The fact that their only 
source of income was a small piece of agricultural land 
didn’t help. Getting two square meals a day became a 
tough challenge. Thanks to the government scheme of 
free education, the siblings somehow managed to continue 
with their education, but that was all they could do. The 
future seemed bleak, with no signs of hope.
Suresh was good at his studies and wanted to become an 
administrative officer. His village didn’t have opportunities 
for senior secondary education, so he got himself admitted 
to a school in Raghogarh, 13 kms from his village. Soon, 
hefty travel expenses and responsibilities at home started 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Roshan: The Little, Silent Warrior

Silence was both a boon and the bane for four year old 
Davius Roshan from Koramangala in Bangalore. While it 
helped him to grasp the concepts explained in our ECD 
centre with a cool head, unlike other children who whiled 
away their time playing pranks, his unnatural silence was 
a major impediment to his interpersonal skills. Realizing 
this, our educator decided to delve further into his life to 
understand the root cause of his reticence. 

Roshan’s father is a coolie who barely earned enough 
to make both ends meet. His mother is a housewife.  
Roshan grew up under extremely difficult circumstances, 
and though his parents tried their level best, he ended 
up feeling insecure and dejected. In his mind he kept 
comparing himself to other kids his age, and somehow 
was stuck with the idea that they are much better off 
than he was. This lack of self respect made him shy 
and reclusive, unable to interact with his peer group. He 
preferred to remain silent, even at home. 

Our educator understood his problem and started 
involving him more and more in group activities and 
specially designed games where he had to take help from 
other kids in the classroom. He was given specific tasks 
to perform that required teamwork. Slowly, he started 
showing signs of improvement.

After completing his stint with ECD, Roshan has now been 
mainstreamed in a public school. His parents are happy 
with his progress. They have told GIDF that the little boy 
has managed to break through his lacuna of silence, and 
that he now interacts quite comfortably at home.

taking its toll – he couldn’t clear his class 12 exams. Suresh 
became depressed, and decided to call it a day, as far as 
further studies are concerned.

ACM GIDF representatives heard about Suresh during 
one of our awareness camps in village Ahamdapur.  After 
a series of interactions with our counselor, he decided to 
give his dreams another chance. Soon after joining the 
e-Shiksha module, he became one of the most attentive 
students in his batch. Depression became a thing of the 
past for Suresh.  With sheer hard work, he topped his 
batch in the final exams.  Suresh already has job offers at 
hand and is now mulling his options. He has the choice of 
joining the local SDM office as a computer operator or to 
join GAIL as an Accounting Clerk. Very soon, he will be in 
a position to better the lives of his family members. 

Davius Roshan



HIV/AIDS INTERVENTION

Fighting The Fear Within 

Truckers, highway sex-workers and other such high-risk 
groups live in constant fear of HIV-AIDS, and most of this 
fear arises out of lack of awareness about the condition. 
Working with them for quite some time now, ACM GIDF 
understands their need to know. We realize that a host of 
misconceptions are eating them from within, and that this is 
a situation that calls for immediate corrective measures.

To counter this feeling of anxiety, they require regular 
counseling, but in a manner that respects their privacy. 
During the 2nd Quarter of FY2011, at Guna, Madhya 
Pradesh, ACM GIDF has conducted one-on-one counseling 
of about 150 beneficiaries. Mostly they volunteered for 
these sessions to clear their doubts about STI* and HIV/
AIDS, after having indulged in unsafe sex-practices with 

multiple commercial sex workers. A number of them also 
opted for HIV testing but none of them were found to be 
positive this quarter. We have also distributed a large 
number of condoms through our unique condom-box 
initiative – installed on all the Dhabas and garages located 
on AB road from Awan to Guna.

HEALTH
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Condom distribution amongst truckers

*STI- Sexually Transmitted Infection
*MSM- Men Having Sex with MenCondom demonstration done for the truckers in Guna, M.P.



In September, to enhance focus on high risk groups, team 
GIDF has identified hot-spot pockets near the campus of 
our collaborator in the project – GAIL (India) Ltd. We have 
also strengthened our rapport with key stakeholders – to 
increase their involvement as a supporting agent for other 
high risk group respondents. During this period, we also 
distributed posters and conducted movie shows at STI 
clinics for sensitizing the target clientele.

hiv aids iNTERVENTION FOR MSM*

Awareness Is The Key 

With consistent stream of migrations, gross lack of 
awareness and tough, inhospitable living conditions, urban 
centers of India are fast turning into STI hubs. Paucity of 
preventive measures intensifies the problem manifold. 
Realizing this, ACM GIDF has entered into partnerships 
with government and other agencies to arrange access 
of testing and treatment facilities to high risk groups. 
One such initiative is currently taking shape in Delhi, the 
national capital.

With help from a medical team trained in Presumptive 
Syndromes Treatment, regular medical checkups and 
syphilis screening were done at our STI center. We also 
conducted counseling and testing of HIV/AIDS at the 
North Delhi Integrated Counseling Testing Center (ICTC). 
After post test counseling, positive cases were referred to 
the Lok Nayak Jaiprakash Hospital for further testing and 
medication. 

What encourages us most is the response we are getting 
from the high-risk group. Besides coming to our clinic 
regularly for medical check ups, they are taking active 
steps to sensitize other community members on health 
related issues. Our condom distribution program through 
dedicated outlets has also generated a huge amount of 
interest. Our target group is now aware of the importance 
of VDRL testing and pre and post counseling to address 
STI related issues – we feel that is a great beginning to our 
efforts in Delhi.   

Mobile Health Outreach 

Program

Creating Access, Building Hope 
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Medicines being distributed to the beneficiaries

ACM/GIDF’s unique Mobile Health Outreach Program or 
MHOP is reaping great results in remote areas of Madhya 
Pradesh. Through this program, a team of qualified health 
professionals reach back-of-the-beyond villages in fully 
equipped medical vans. For most of these villages, which 
do not have access to proper medical care or facilities, and 
where health awareness is minimal, this is more than just a 
welcome facility. This is a dream come true.

Close to 50 medical camps were conducted in the target 
area between July to September this year.  Besides, the 
health team of ACM GIDF also organized awareness 
camps and disseminated information about services 
available both at individual and group levels. 

Deteriorating health of marginalised groups, like women 
and children, are major areas of concern in these villages. 
Understanding this, we organized special health camps for 
pregnant mothers and infants. Their enthusiasm and the 
excitement were apparent – they were gaining knowledge 
and facilities that have never reached them before. 

SUCCESS STORY

My Way On The Highway Of Life

Being a truck driver for over two decades took its toll 
on Raju (name changed). Long hours away from home; 
solitary midnight drives crisscrossing the nation; almost 
impossible deadlines to meet under inhospitable conditions; 
peer pressure that leads to a heady and dangerous mix of 
alcoholism, easy sex and a rowdy attitude that comes with 
the package. 

Raju’s wife and kids stay in Gwalior, while Raju spends 
most of his time driving trucks on highways, and lives his 
life with a nagging fear about his HIV status.  He has heard 
a lot about the fatal nature of the condition, but most of it 
was hearsay, or from sources like Radio and TV. He knew, 
however, that HIV/AIDS was transmitted sexually –and that 
was the prime reason of his worries. Most of his sexual 
escapades with highway based commercial sex workers 
were unprotected. 

GIDF field workers met Raju during an informal group 
discussion with truck drivers at a roadside eatery.  After 
he asked our peer educator for individual interaction 
on HIV, he was referred to our counselor to clear his 
misconceptions and to guide him for future precautions. 
He showed yellow patches on his body to the counselor 
and shared his doubts. 

Although Raju tested negative for HIV, he learnt a lot 
about the preventive measures he should take. He has 
now assured team GIDF that he will always use condom 
in all his sexual encounters, and will try to stay faithful 
to his wife. He has also promised that he will share his 
knowledge gained from GIDF with other truckers, so that 
they too can go for the test.      

. 



RURAL ARTISAN TRAINING

Mastering The Art Of Livelihood

There are quite a few fascinatingly beautiful crafts traditions 
of India that have lost their relevance in modern world. 
The artisans who practised these traditions are either 
moving out in search of greener pastures, or withering 
away in frustration. The only way to salvage their situation 
and conserve these craft traditions is to improve their 
marketability – that’s the core agenda of ACM GIDF’s 
Theme Based Cluster or TBC project.

The theme here is gift items, the cluster is that of artisans and 
the idea behind the project is from a government initiative 
called Ambedkar Hastshilpa Vikas Yojana or AVHY, under 
the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. Under this, 
ACM GIDF brings select artisans under the umbrella of the 
SHG movement and equips them with new designs and 
techniques. The project is currently operational in seven 
artisan clusters in seven different states, namely:

Jammu & Kashmir

New SHGs of Paper Machie artisans are coming up at a 
fast pace and many of the existing groups are getting linked 
to financial institutions. To mention one of the significant 
achievements of this quarter - our project team in J&K 

Employment

organized an awareness camp on ‘Rajiv Gandhi Shilpi 
Swastya Bima Yojana or RGSSBY – a health insurance 
scheme meant for artisans in collaboration with ICICI 
Lombard. Over 50 participant artisans were briefed on the 
particulars of the scheme.

Vishakapatnam

In July this year, 9 Self-Help-Groups connected with wooden 
Toy Making crafts were linked with financial institutions. 
The total number of SHGs linked with financial institutions 
in Andhra Pradesh now stands at 138. The artisans 
have understood the importance of forming clusters and 
are now actively collaborating in generating new ideas. 
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Artisans shaping wooden toys with ‘Bavuda’ – Kondapally, A.P.



Bankura

A total of 70 SHGs of terracotta artisans have been formed 
in Bankura till the end of the 2nd Quarter, Fiscal 2011-12. 
We are in the process of involving senior members of the 
community to take charge of these and other new SHGs in 
the region, and also connect the finished products of our SHG 
members with emerging urban markets across the nation. 

Agra

At Agra, during the first phase of the 2nd Quarter, ACM 
GIDF field staff and personnel from the Handicrafts 
Department of Government of India, distributed Health 
Insurance cards to 275 stone carving artisans. These 
cards were distributed at Tajgaunj, Kishorepura and Nai 
ki Mandi areas, under the Rajeev Gandhi Artisan Health 
Insurance program, in collaboration with Reliance General 
Insurance.

Kozikode

The TBC project in Kerala saw lots of action this quarter. 
So far, under the scheme, 58 self-help-groups have been 
formed in the target cluster, mobilizing 919 artisans. 
Besides distribution of Health Insurance cards under 
RGSSBY, the quarter also saw the inception of a new 

initiative named Home Art Training (HAT) under Kerela 
State Nirmithi Kendra, a government institution for 
low cost housing construction. Under this, 20 selected 
artisans got 30 days of skilled training in a range of crafts 
making. Janashree Bima Yojana, a significant scheme 
launched by LIC of India for supporting education of the 
children of SHG members, also started its journey this 
quarter. The scholarship scheme is meant for students 
from classes 9 to 12. Some of the SHGs in Kerala also 
participated in short-term skill development programs 
like Jewelry Making, Textile Printing & Saree Printing. 

Kanyakumari

In Kanyakumari, till date, we have 58 artisan’s groups 
with 927 selected palm leaf craft artisans. This quarter, 
the artisan groups were initiated into a Health Insurance 
scheme under RGSSBY, implemented by Reliance General 
Insurance in the state. Till September, through focused 
efforts by team GIDF, 440 artisans were brought under the 
scheme and their documents submitted to the Handicraft 
Marketing & Service Extension Centre, Nagercoil. Besides, 
576 palm leaf artisans have been added under the LIC 
scheme of Bima Yogna.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMMES

SGSY 

To Belong To The Mainstream  

ACM GIDF believes gainful employment can go a long 
way in building collective confidence of communities, and 
that could become a reality only when local opportunities 
are matched with local human resources. This, of course, 
involves skill set building. Under Swarnjayanti Gram 
Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY) scheme of Government of 
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Masonry Training in Sultanpur, Uttar Pradesh

SHG members participate in games organized on the completion of 1 
year of the project in Kerala

Artisan meeting with an SHG at Panchkuiya, Agra

India, we conduct vocational training course in four states. 
Most of our past batch students are either being sent for 
placements or giving their exams. Formations of new 
batches are underway. 

In the 2nd Quarter, three new training centers started 
in Rajasthan; in district Dibrugarh, Assam, new batches 
started at Barbarua, Tengakhat and Lahoal centers; at 
Raisen and Sagar districts of Madhya Pradesh, existing 



batches of students in Computer fundamentals, Basic 
Fitting and Electrical completed their courses even while 
new batches were formed; at Agra and Jhansi in UP, both 
Medical and Nursing Training and Computer Fundamentals 
courses now have new students.

Under Special SGSY scheme, team GIDF started mason 
training for 200 candidates in Sultanpur, Uttar Pradesh, 
in the month of July. A new training centre for women, 
supported by ING Foundation, also started its journey in Tis 
Hazari, New Delhi.     

SJSRY

Empowering City Youths

Under the Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY), 
ACM GIDF creates opportunities for impoverished city 
youths by training them in a multitude of market-driven 

vocational courses. The Delhi chapter of the program was 
inaugurated this quarter, by Honourable Chief Minister of 
Delhi Smt.Sheila Dixit, along with Dr. Kiran Walia, Minister 
of Social Welfare & Mr. P. K. Tiwari, Chief Secretariat. 

The program kicked off at the Delhi Secretariat on the 
21st of September, 2011. GIDF was selected to implement 
salient aspects the project in various locations of the capital. 
At the function, beneficiaries were also given away Identity 
Cards.

GIDF has taken up Retail Marketing courses to train 
underprivileged urban youth and create entry level 
opportunities for them in this fast growing sector. Our 3-month 
course in Retail (Sales) is followed by a 100% placement 
assistance program. This quarter, besides initiating Training 
Centers in Badarpur, Mehrauli and Azadpur, GIDF organized 
Career Melas across Delhi for interested candidates. 

SELF HELP GROUP

Women In Search Of Identity

Project Sakhi, ACM GIDF’s time-tested Empowerment 
Program for Women, operational in Assam and Madhya 

FY 2011 will see a unique experiment coming up in Guna 
district of Madhya Pradesh. Working closely with GAIL’s 
CSR 2011-12 agenda, we intend to begin a large unit of 
thermocol cup-plate manufacturing, involving our SHG units. 
We will purchase the machines and raw material, provide 
training to 100 women about the cup-plates manufacturing, 
and market their product under the brand of SAKHI. They 
will mainly supply orders to locally based corporate units 
like GAIL, NFL, JP, BHEL etc.  

We expect this sustainable income generation activity to 
help women from our SHGs. To start with, team GIDF has 
conducted a 3-day Logical Framework Analysis Workshop, 
both to acquaint the members with project details and also 
to set manageable deadlines. It was important to explain the 
expectations of our funding agency GAIL to new members 
– the workshop dealt with that as well. 

SUCCESS STORIES

VOCATIONAL TRAINING

Anita: A Lesson In Self-Reliance

18 year old Anita Prajapat’s, a resident of Bassi in Jaipur 
district of Rajasthan, couldn’t believe it when she heard 
that she has landed a job with a big hospital. This was a 
complete reversal of fate for her. Before joining ACM GIDF’s 

Mr.Arindam Paul (Chief Functionary, ACM GIDF) introduces the 
organization to Hon.Chief Minister Smt. Sheila Dixit, during the  

inaugural function of the project

    Free eye medical camp conducted by us in Kozikode.

  Anita Prajapat at the Narayana Hospital, Jaipur

Pradesh, has come a long way since its inception. New 
SHGs are constantly coming up with a desire to emulate 
the success of existing units. Around 30 SHGs were linked 
to new income generation activities this quarter. 
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Vocational Training program, she was just like any other 
young woman from a farmer family in her neighbourhood– 
insecure, dejected and hopeless with the way her life was 
shaping up. She never imagined a vocational training course 
would make so much of a difference.

Anita’s parents are agricultural labourers, they do not earn 
sufficient money to meet their basic family expenses, leave 
alone ensuring proper education for their three children. 
Anita being the eldest among siblings, she always felt it 
was her responsibility to contribute to the family income, but 
never managed to find the ways and means to start doing it. 
Then, GIDF happened.

Anita decided to join our 3 months Bedside Assistant Training 
course at Bassi. Within just a few weeks of her completion of 
the training, she got a job offer from Narayan Hrudayalaya 
Hospital as a Clinical Care Assistant. She lapped up the 
opportunity immediately. Anita is now extremely proud of 
her responsibilities – especially fond of her sessions in the 
ICU ward. 

Back home, she is now a role model. Many young girls in 
her village want to emulate her example and swim against 
the tide. 

SELF HELP GROUP 

Mithilesh: The Value Of Togetherness

Mithilesh Bai got married at the age of 15 like every other 
girl in her community; she started working to earn a living for 
her family entrapped in the money-lenders clutch, like every 
other family in her village; soon enough, her situation became 
perfectly similar to every other woman in her neighborhood 
– bound in the shackles of a male dominated society, they 
were not allowed to have an opinion, sometimes not even 
allowed to think. In her OBC dominated village Bavdikheda, 
near Raghoghar in Madhya Pradesh, it was considered the 
destiny of women to be exploited in every way conceivable 
– even while they keep working outside their homes to 
augment their family income.

ACM GIDF faced stiff resistance from the male members 
of her village when we wanted to start an SHG there under 
Project Sakhi. After being able to convince them, we initiated 

the process of SHG formation with Mithilesh and 9 other 
women. We named the SHG Pragati.

With proper orientation and one-to-one awareness meetings, 
the SHG soon started making its mark. Mithilesh got over 
her initial shyness and started assuming a leadership role. 
Sensing her desire to excel in this field, and viewing her deft 
handling of technicalities involved with the group including 
banking matters – we proposed her name as the leader 
of the SHG and also linked the group with the local Mid-
Day-Meal scheme. This became a key income generation 
activity for the group which now has sufficient funds in their 
bank account to take their income generation activities to 
the next level.  They are now expecting a substantial loan 
amount from the government to initiate a big level IGA.

RURAL ARTISAN TRAINING

Shabroza: In The Shoes Of Her Father 

27 year old Shabroza lives in the Moti mohalla, Srinagar, 
a locality where most people belong to below poverty line 
category. She lost her father early, and was left with 5 
sisters and her elderly mother. Being the elder daughter, all 
the responsibility of the family came upon the shoulders of 
Shabroza. She didn’t know how to handle it.

Shabroza is confident of starting her own paper machie 
unit soon in her village

Hard-working and eager to learn, Mithilesh has taken a leadership role 
in her SHG

The only skills she had was that of Paper Machie craft 
making, which she learnt from her father. This was a craft 
that needed some amount of rolling funds for procuring the 
raw material, and because she didn’t have the requisite 
funds, her skills were of no use to her. 

It was then she got acquainted with the idea of self-help-
groups, through an interaction with ACM GIDF Field Staff in 
her neighborhood. She understood the details and modalities 
of the movement, and also realized how money-lenders and 
middlemen were taking advantage of their helplessness and 
making loads of money out of their lack of unity.

Shabroza and some other local women formalized their 
own SHG and started making savings. She is now much 
more confident than what she was merely a few months 
back, and feels that soon she will be able to set up her own 
unit of Paper Machie craft making. Shabroza is now thinking 
about creating new employment avenues for other local 
artisans – she advices everyone to take the SHG route. She 
is thankful to ACM GIDF for offering timely advice at every 
step of her journey.
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GRC SK

Ready, And Steady To Go Places

The Gender Resource Centre Subidha Kendra or GRC-SK 
initiative of ACM GIDF aims to empower women through 
creation of an multi-pronged atmosphere of assurance. 
Currently operational in Delhi, the project executives 
conducted close to 100 community meetings this quarter 
to facilitate awareness in backward areas of the city. 
Enthusiastic participation by local residents has increased 
our confidence – we now know we are on the right track. 
Health issues of women were addressed through holding 
regular OPD activities with free medication in the target 
areas. Eminent city doctors volunteered to conduct these 
camps. Besides, we also conducted a number of Health 
camps and Nutrition camps this quarter. Specifically 
targeting women, these camps discussed and disseminated 
information about the importance of nutritious diets.

Indian women often end up being sidelined and neglected 
because they are not aware of their legal rights. To correct 
this sectarian anomaly, the GRC SK initiative ranged 
for mass awareness meetings on pertinent issues like 

GRC
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OPD Consultation conducted specifically for women at the Delhi GRC Centre

Domestic Violence Act, RTI and Property related laws 
pertaining to women. These awareness camps were 



backed up by one-on-one counselling sessions for those 
who felt the need for it.  

This quarter, ACM GIDF GRC SK unit also formed two 
new self help groups to enhance earning capacity of 
women living in impoverished resettlement colonies of 
South Delhi. The women named them Ummid ki Kiran and 
Jyoti ki Kiran.

SUCCESS STORY

NEETU - THE ACHIEVER 

28 year old Neetu Rani from Mehrauli in Delhi always 
remained deeply disturbed due to her family’s poverty. Her 
husband is an unskilled worker with limited income which 
is not good enough to meet their family requirements.

 The mother of three always wanted to join a beautician 
course and do something of her own, but was never able 
to do so because of their meagre income and virtually no 
savings. So when the community mobilizer of ACM GIDF 
visited their home and offered her a Beauty Culture course 
absolutely free of cost, at first she couldn’t believe her 
ears, but decided to visit our centre nonetheless.

 Soon afterwards she enrolled into the course being 
conducted by GRC SK. In the centre, besides attending 
regular classes, she also gets to know about various Delhi 
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Health camp conducted in in Aaya Nagar & Sultarpur areas of Delhi

Free beauty culture course for women

Doctors and paramedics at the health camp

Computer classes for girls in Mehrauli, New Delhi

Neetu Rani from Delhi will soon start working and 
contributing to her family income 

Government welfare schemes meant for girls. She also 
shares her personal problems with the legal aid counsellor. 
ACM GIDF staff also helped her open her first Post Office 
Savings account, where she has started saving whatever 
money she can on a monthly basis.

 Neetu Rani says the GRC SK centre has helped changed 
her outlook towards life. For us, the major change we have 
observed in her is a new-found confidence. She believes, 
and rightly so, that the day is not far away when she can 
help augment the family income with her own earnings.



USA

GIDF USA

First Fundraiser Event Kicks Off

ACM GIDF has now started its journey to win hearts in the 
United States of America. We organized our first fundraiser 
event in downtown Boston, MA. Guests from all walks of 
life attended the event that started with a warm welcome 
address by GIDF’s Business Head – Harshita Sood. We 
showcased our massive reach, quantum of work done and 
the tremendous scope of work in India through an audio-
visual presentation. This was followed by an informal get 
together against the backdrop of internationally acclaimed 
lounge music from stalwarts of the genre like Nirvana, 
Buddha Bar and Medieval Punditz.

Harshita says majority of the guests attending the event 
were quite impressed not just with the quantity of work 
handled by GIDF in India, but also the quality of our 
innovative interventions. They said they were quite 
interested to contribute and hold hands with GIDF USA 
in its future projects. To usher in a spirit of giving, we put 
in place a donation box, informative flyers and wine bottle 
bags up for sale. Many participants purchased the bags 
and donated to the cause.

In a nutshell, the first fundraiser event of GIDF USA 
exceeded our expectations in terms of response. Replete 
with the spirit of togetherness, the guests returned from 
the event with a lingering memory of the evening, and 
promised to come back to the cause whenever needed. 
We hope to retain the spirit, and wish to hold many such 
events in near future. 
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Guests at the fund raiser
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Testimonial given by Neetu Rani on completion of 
her course at GRC SK

Testimonial given by truckers who 
visited the BCC park located near 

Agra-Bombay high-way

Behavioral Change Communication Park

Testimonials By Beneficiaries
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ACM GIDF is a developmental organization of national repute; facilitating community development 

initiatives since 2002. We are working for the cause of human development focusing on the less privileged 

sections of the society in the rural & urban areas of the country. The spheres of our work are governed 

by issues related to Health, Education, Employment and Environment.

Please fill in Block letters

Name:

Address:

Email:

Phone:

`548 for sponsoring a child’s primary education for 
one month.
`6,572 for sponsoring a child’s primary education for 
one year.
`16,440 for supporting a Learning Centre (30 
children) for unprivileged children for one month.
`1,97,160 for supporting a Learning Center (30 
children) for unprivileged children for one year.

Enclosed Cheque/DD No. ........................................... Date: ..........................

of ` ....................... Bank Name ............................. Branch................................

Made in favour of “Aurobindo Chaudhuri Memorial Great Indian Dream Foundation” 

payble at New Delhi.

Signature .....................................................

Res.:

Off.:

Code Code

Pan No.

(for donation of Rs. 10,000/- and above)

Mobile:

Sex: M F DOB:

Let no girl ever dropout of school




